Cervicovaginal fetal fibronectin levels in women with preeclampsia.
To estimate the mean levels of fetal fibronectin in cervicovaginal secretions of women with preeclampsia and compare them with levels in normotensive controls. Cervicovaginal swabs were obtained before digital examination from women who presented to labor and delivery for evaluation of preeclampsia and compared with fetal fibronectin levels from a group of control subjects with a similar gestational age. Fetal fibronectin was assayed by a specific enzyme-linked immunoassay. A concentration greater than 50 ng/mL was considered a positive result. Forty women with preeclampsia (17 mild and 23 severe) and 31 normotensive women were analyzed. The control group had 9.7% positive fetal fibronectins, whereas the preeclampsia group had 15% positive, P =.72, with 80% power to detect a 22% difference. The majority of the quantitative values in both groups were less than 20 ng/mL. There was not a significant difference between the two groups in quantitative cervicovaginal fetal fibronectin, P =.72, nor was there a difference between the women with severe preeclampsia and the controls, P = 1.0, or between the nulliparous women with preeclampsia versus the nulliparous controls, P =.3. Fetal fibronectin is not elevated in cervicovaginal secretions of women with preeclampsia.